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Jews and Arabs in Palestine 
Sirk MICHAEL F. J. MCDONNELL 


The author of this article, a distinguished Catholic, has had 

exceptional experience in Palestine where he acted as Chief 

Justice for ten years, 1927 to 1937. Reprinted from the Month 
(London), May, 1939. 


| levee 19 marked the third anniversary of the be- 
ginning of the outbreak of disturbances in Pales- 
tine, amounting to a rebellion on the part of the Arabs, 
which in spite of the employment by the British Gov- 
ernment of ever-increasing armed military, air and po- 
lice forces, has continued ever since. 

To those who lived in Palestine in the years pre- 
ceding 1936 the fact that, as a result of ever-increasing 
Jewish immigration, the whole country broke into dis- 
order in the spring of that year was not unexpected. 
The matter for surprise was that it had not done so 
sooner. 

That which equally does not cause surprise to those 
who know well the country and its Arab inhabitants, 
is that the natural and necessary consequences have 
ensued from the methods of repression employed by 
the armed forces of the Crown, which numerous unoffi- 
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cial British residents state can be compared only to ar 
those of the Black and Tans in the Irish rebellion. | gic 
Arab resentment against British rule is growing more | th 
and more acute, so that good will towards Great wl 
Britain and the belief in her ultimate sense of justice, | gc 
which are the most valuable assets on the credit side | ne 
of the Mandatory Government, are both being rapidly | of 
destroyed. There is a conspiracy of silence by which | Ac 
the Arab case, and the facts of what is occurring in 
Palestine, though set out in the press of every other | ha 
country, are never presented in the newspapers of | (Ca 
Great Britain owing to a control, whose influence we | go) 
have also seen in respect of Spain, which albeit un- | frj 
official, makes the boast of the freedom of the press in | py 
this country, as contrasted with its servility in Totali- | pa 
tarian countries little short of nonsense to those who | th, 
are aware of all the facts. cal 

I can cite instances of correspondents of London § jp 
daily papers who have complained bitterly of the edit- | we 
ing of their cables so as to eliminate anything which | ye, 
was unfavorable to the Jewish case or favorable to that } ge] 
of the Arabs and I can give chapter and verse for the | the 
repeated refusal by London papers of the highest note, | de 
which enjoy a spurious reputation for impartiality, to | Pg 
print any letters which would place facts or arguments | wh 
in favor of the Arabs, or against the Jews, or in criti- 
cism of the armed forces, before their readers. the 

Happily, there are other means of disseminating } pr; 
information besides the newspaper press in this coun- } ag; 
try, and the recent publication of two books and of 













on] 

two Government White papers provide enough pabulum § ate 

for any reader who is anxious to know the truth about § oy 

the situation in Palestine and the causes which have § the 
led up to it. Hi 
He will learn from these sources that the Arabs, § Br 

so far from behaving, as the press would have one be- § wh 
lieve, as savage and irresponsible gangsters, are acting § to 






as any sane and self-respecting nation would act when 
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argument and reasoning alike had been brushed on one 
side. The truth is that Palestine is being flooded with 
the very people, mainly Polish and Russian Jews, 
whose immigration into England, where they were de- 
scribed as “undesirable aliens” the British found it 
necessary to check, only twelve years before the issue 
of the Balfour Declaration, by the passing of the Aliens 
Act of 1905. 

Mr. Antonius, the author of the first book which I 
have cited, is an Arab who, after being educated at 
Cambridge University, held responsible positions for 
some years in the Government of Palestine. Mr. Jef- 
fries, the author of the second book, is a British 
publicist whose knowledge of Palestine affairs dates 
back to the time when he was a press correspondent in 
the Middle East. No student of present-day politics 
can afford to ignore either of these books. The writers 
in each case set out the facts moderately and ably in 
well-documented volumes which quote chapter and 
verse for all their assertions. Mr. Antonius, as coun- 
sel in his own cause, not unnaturally cannot deliver 
the forcible hammer-strokes with which Mr. Jeffries 
demolishes the edifice of bad faith upon which our 
Palestine policy is founded, bad faith the details of 
which he defines with judicial exactitude. 

The Arab contention as set out in detail by the au- 
thors in different modes is that the policy which has 
brought Palestine to its present straits is not only 
against the eternal principles of abstract justice, not 
only in conflict with the principles expressly enunci- 
ated in the Covenant of the League of Nations which is 
our sole title-deed as Mandatory, but also in breach of 
the express promises made by Sir H. McMahon when 
High Commissioner of Egypt, writing on behalf of the 
British Government, to the Sherif Hussein of Mecca, 
Which led to the Arab revolt that contributed largely 
to the overthrow of the Ottoman forces. 

Afer declaring for years that the publication of 
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this correspondence was contrary to the public inter- 
est the Government have at last issued it in the first of 
the White Papers which have been referred to above. 
This State Paper, together with the other that has been 
cited, dealing with the arguments and conclusions of 
the Committee set up by the Colonial Secretary to con- 
sider the import of the McMahon correspondence, 
should also be carefully studied by all who are inter- 
ested in the Palestine question. The whole question at 
issue before the Committee was whether Palestine 
was promised to the Arabs by the British Government 
or was excluded from the area which was promised 
independence. The Sherif certainly asked for the in- 
clusion of Palestine as well as of Syria, Iraq, Trans- 
jordan and the Arabian peninsula. Sir Henry Mce- 
Mahon, at the orders of the British Government, made 
certain reservations which can be accurately estimated 
by study of the text along with the map which is ap- 
pended to the first White Paper that I have cited. In 
1922, when the correspondence, so far as its English 
text was concerned, was safely buried in the inviolable 
secrecy of the files of the Foreign Office, Mr. Churchill, 
as Colonial Secretary, was able peremptorily to dis- 
miss Arab submissions as to the promise that had been 
made, by saying that “the whole of Palestine west of 
the Jordan was excluded from Sir H. McMahon’s 
pledge.” 

The Committee which sat in the present year, of 
which the second White Paper I have cited was the Re- 
port, had before it the whole correspondence as a 
consequence of there being no further point in sup- 
pressing it, owing to the fact of Mr. Antonius having 
let the cat out of the bag by publishing a translation 
from the Arabic text, preserved in the files of the 
Sherif Hussein. 

At this Committee the Government, through their 
mouthpiece the Lord Chancellor, short of confessing 
that they and their predecessors had been placing 4 
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false interpretation upon the text (a thing which no 
British Government would ever do) went a long way 
towards admitting the Arab contentions. They saved 
their face by saying, without adducing one scrap of 
proof of their allegation, that “they maintain that on 
a proper construction of the correspondence Palestine 
was in fact excluded,” and then they proceeded to say: 
“but they agree that the language in which its exclu- 
sion was expressed was not so specific or unmistakable 
as it was thought to be at the time.” 

The last three words are a delicious red herring. 
How has the effluxion of time served to elucidate the 
meaning of the correspondence, save that circum- 
stances in the form of Mr. Antonius’s book (and now 
that of Mr. Jeffries) have made concealment of the 
text unavailing. The best brains of the Foreign Office, 
the Legal Advisers of that department, even the Law 
Officers of the Crown themselves have always been 
available to elucidate the meaning of the words used 
in the letters to the Sherif. The Government can 
hardly be surprised if, not Arabs alone but most of 
those who have studied the correspondence are con- 
vinced that the reason for their suppression for so 
many years was, not anxiety for the public interest, 
but the fact that the words employed by Sir Henry 
were realized by successive Governments to be incapable 
of bearing the strained interpretation ascribed to them 
by Mr. Churchill and adhered to ever since in order 
to dupe the public into thinking that they were not in- 
consistent with the subsequent Balfour Declaration. 

This same White Paper is, further, of great im- 
portance in that it publishes in official form, for the 
first time, the repeated assurances given by the British 
Government to the Arabs, while their armed forces 
were still of value, to dispel the fears generated in 
their minds by the Balfour Declaration. Of these, the 
first was a message conveyed in Jeddah in January, 
1918, by Commander Hogarth of the Arab Bureau in 
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Cairo, on Government instructions, to King Hussein 
who had protested at the issue of the Balfour Declara- 
tion in November, 1917. The gist of this message 
was that no obstacle should be put by the British Gov- 
ernment in the way of the return of Jews to Palestine 
“in so far as was compatible with the freedom of the 
existing population both economic and political.” This 
undertaking, until its publication in the White Paper 
also smothered in the files of the Foreign Office, pur- 
ported to safeguard Arab rights in a far more explicit 
manner than the published proviso in the Balfour 
Declaration, which was also embodied in the preamble 
to the Mandate, that “nothing should be done which 
might prejudice the civil and religious rights of the 
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine.” ‘“Eco- 
nomic and political freedom,” it will be observed, is a 
much more ascertainable entity than are the some- 
what nebulous “civil and religious rights.” 

Six months after conveying this message to the 
Sherif, Commander Hogarth was, on June 16, 1918, 
commissioned, along with an officer of the Intelligence 
service, to issue what is known as “The Declaration to 
the Seven,” which was a statement made to seven Arab 
notables in Cairo who, after the promulgation of the 
Balfour Declaration, had qualms similar to those of the 
Sherif as to the intentions of Great Britain vis-d-vis 
Palestine. 

“It is the wish and desire of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment,” ran the crucial passage in this declaration, 
which is printed in full in the White Paper, “that the 
future government of these regions [which included 
Palestine] should be based upon the principles of the 
consent of the governed and this policy has and will 
always continue to have the support of His Majesty’s 
Government.” A further undertaking which is 
printed in the White Paper is that given by General 
Sir Edmund (afterwards Viscount) Allenby to the 
Amir Faisal, the son of the Sherif, in the following 
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autumn. 


October 17, 1918, General Allenby said: “I reminded 
the Amir Faisal that the Allies were in honor bound 
to endeavor to reach a settlement in accordance with 
the wishes of the peoples concerned, and urged him 
to place his trust whole-heartedly in their good faith.” 

Finally the White Paper prints the Anglo-French 
Declaration of November 7, 1918, which was, by 
General Allenby’s order, posted up all over Palestine 
in the week in which the Great War drew to its close. 
In this it was said that the object aimed at by the 
Allies was “the establishment of national governments 
and administrations deriving their authority from the 
initiative and free choice of the indigenous popula- 


tions.” 


In view of it having considered the documents 
from which I have made these quotations it is hardly 
surprising that the Report of the Committee on the 
McMahon correspondence signed by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Maugham, present, as he himself empha- 
sized, not in a judicial capacity but as the representa- 
tive of His Majesty’s Government; signed also by the 
Legal Adviser to the Colonial Office and by a repre- 
sentative of the Foreign Office, states that “it is evident 
from these statements that His Majesty’s Government 
were not free to dispose of Palestine without regard 
for the wishes and interests of the inhabitants of 
Palestine.” 

One need only say, in passing, that the proposals 
which were rejected by the Arab delegation were re- 
jected because they contemplated continued Jewish im- 
migration on a substantial scale and postponed giving 
political control to the majority during a probationary 
period, the length of which was to depend upon the 
extent of the collaboration of Jews and Arabs during 
its course, so that the Jewish minority were to have 
been enabled under it to increase their numerical pro- 
portion and to postpone to the Greek Kalends, or at 
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any rate until they had become a majority, the grant 
of self-government to the country. 

One may also point out, in this connection, as illus- 
trating the blind lack of logic in the proposal, that 
when pressure was recently brought to bear in Parlia- 
ment upon the Government to open wide the doors of 
England to non-Aryan refugees from Central Europe, 
Sir Samuel Hoare declined to accede to the proposal, 
declaring that much care would have to be taken in 
controlling the immigration of such persons, in view 
of the strong undercurrent of anti-Semitism in Eng- 
land which the police reported to him as Home Secre- 
tary. In Palestine, by our actions during the last 
twenty years we have lit and fanned the flame of anti- 
Semitism which did not exist to any degree before the 
issue of the Mandate, and yet our politicians are con- 
strained, by forces at which we can only guess, to 
propose to continue to add fuel to the flames at the 
very time when they profess, after three years of blood- 
shed, to be trying to find a way to peace. 

At this point it may be asked, naturally enough, 
how far Christian interests and the security of the 
Christian Holy Places are likely to be endangered by 
any change in the political status of the Holy Land. 
To Catholics throughout the world, particularly, a just 
and early solution of the question of Palestine is of the 
highest importance as involving the safety of its 
shrines which are their especial concern. To British 
Catholics the matter is of the greater moment, inas- 
much as the present situation is a standing reproach 
which is bound to reflect more and more adversely 
upon our international prestige, since the Holy Land 
is the resort of pilgrims from all over the world whose 
personal impressions of this country must, in many in- 
stances, be derived only from that which they observe 
of British rule in Palestine. 

It is an error to suppose that the anti-Christian 
fanaticism of the Ottoman Turks is a natural charac- 
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teristic of Moslem peoples which, if unfettered by our 
Mandatory control, would be displayed equally by the 
Arabs in the event of their gaining control. 

Guarantees, of course, there would have to be, but 
the Moslem Arab is far more tolerant than is the Turk. 
He has been accustomed for centuries to the presence 
of Christians and the practice of Christianity in his 
midst. Indeed, a considerable number of Christians 
mainly of the Greek Church, to a less extent Greek 
Uniats and to a still smaller extent of the Latin rite, 
are to be numbered among the Arabs of Palestine. 

After ten years’ experience of Palestine, I say with- 
out any hesitation that one would expect far more re- 
spect for religion from any Arab, and for the Chris- 
tian religion and the Christian Holy Places from the 
most strongly Moslem Arab, if living contentedly and 
securely in Palestine, than from the atheistic Jews of 
Bolshevik propensities who form a considerable pro- 
portion of the Zionist immigrants into that country. 

On the other hand, the recent riot which led to the 
murder of the British Consul at Mosul, by a mob which 
was persuaded that King Ghazi had been killed by the 
British, in spite of the fact that the young sovereign 
had enjoyed no very great personal popularity, the 
revival of anti-British demonstrations in Egypt, re- 
ports of growing discontent among the Moslems, 
hitherto our best friends, in the Indian Empire, are 
all straws which show the way in which the wind blows 
in the world of Islam as a consequence of our subservi- 
ence to Zionist forces in Palestine. 

Even if we are unaffected by the fact that we are 
offending against abstract justice, or for that matter 
plain common sense, in pouring new wine into old 
bottles, even if we are indifferent to the fact that our 
vaunted bona fides in international affairs is gravely 
impugned by our policy in Palestine, even if as tax- 
payers we are willing to bear the increasing cost of 
military forces in that country, one would have thought 
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that the most obtuse politician would realize that in 
the present grave crisis in international affairs it is 
inexpedient, to put it mildly, to have a running sore at 
the most vital spot in our Mediterranean communica- 
tions, which calls for a continuing garrison on such a 
scale as to immobilize in Palestine, for mere purposes 
of internal security, troops equal in number to nearly 
a quarter of the whole expeditionary force which was 
available in 1914 for the defence of Allied interests 
on the Continent of Europe. 

Parnell once declared that no man has a right to 
set a limit to the march of a nation, a principle which 
after the effusion of blood and tears over many decades 
Great Britain was ultimately obliged to concede in Ire- 
land. In these days when self-government is, rightly 
or wrongly, the key-note of British policy in India 
and when, in spite of the protests of the “settlers,” 
native rights in Africa are matters of scrupulous con- 
cern to our rulers, it is astonishing to see the same 
rulers flouting the rights of Arabs in Palestine by 
aiding and encouraging Jewish immigration, in the 
teeth of Arab opposition, to such a degree that the in- 
digenous Arab population sees looming before it the 
danger of Jewish parity, to be followed at no long 
interval by a Jewish majority, if a brake is not rapidly 
put on immigration, both lawful and unlawful, into the 
country. 

The expressed raison d’étre of Mandates such as 
that which we hold in Palestine is “‘to give administra- 
tive advice and assistance” to former Ottoman sub- 
jects in territories emancipated from Turkish rule, 
“until they can stand alone.” Under cover of this, 
regardless of all the talk of self-determination of small 
nationalities which preceded and accompanied the 
birth of the League of Nations, we are engaged in dra- 
gooning the people of Palestine who resent the intru- 
sion vi et armis in their midst of persons alien to them 
in race, in religion, in tradition and in culture. 
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That which seems to be forgotten so often in this 
country is that you cannot hold up your hands in 
horror at the misdeeds of your neighbors if those same 
hands are not clean. 

It is well that we should remember that all our 
talk of ranging the “peace-loving democracies” against 
dictatorships comes ill from our mouths, when for 
three years we have been engaged in employing a mili- 
tary despotism in an endeavor to stamp underfoot the 
national and democratic aspirations of the Arabs of 
Palestine whose “well-being and development” by a 
hideous irony it is stated in the Covenant of the League 
of Nations “forms a sacred trust of civilization.” 

We can hardly be surprised that Herr Hitler or 
Signor Mussolini are given occasion to blaspheme 
when we are so ready to exclaim against the mote in 
our neighbor’s eye without dealing first with the beam 
in our own. 


The Jews 


Reprinted from The Christian Democrat (London). 


A NTT-SEMETICN—er, in blunter language, perse- 
cution of Jews because they are Jews—is ram- 
pant now in Germany; it has reared its ugly head in 
Italy; it has long been active in Poland and Rumania; 
it is sporadic in Soviet Russia; since the September 
defeat it has grown rapidly, with official encourage- 
ment, in the constituent States of the new Czecho-Slo- 
vakia; and now Hungary has joined the number of 
States with formal anti-Jewish laws upon their statute 
books. 
Faced as we are with this phenomenon, the whole 
of Europe almost ringing with the cry of “Down with 
the Jews,” it is only right that we should enquire as 
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to what sort of case there is against the Jew. For 
surely, one is tempted to argue, there could not be so 
widespread a hatred of that people without grave, 
even if not sufficient, cause. 

It would perhaps be best to take the case of Ger- 
many as an example. Partly because there the perse- 
cution of the Jews has gone furthest, but mainly be- 
cause as to proportion of Jews to the total population 
Germany lies midway between Eastern Europe and 
the western democracies and America. 

The Jews in Germany (before the Anschluss and 
the annexation of the Czechoslovak border territories) 
numbered about 600,000 in a population of 60,000,000 
—one per cent of the total population. Not a high 
proportion, that. But, in justice to the Nazi case, it 
must be remarked that the Jews were concentrated in 
the towns. Hardly 10,000 of the 600,000 Jews in 
Germany were to be found on the land. Practically 
two-thirds of them went to trade and commerce. In 
the professions they were particularly strong. In Ber- 
lin, 50.2 per cent of the lawyers were Jews; 48 per 
cent of the doctors; 23 of the 29 theatre managers; 
the four most powerful newspapers were Jewish 
owned and largely edited by Jews; even as early as 
1914, 30 per cent of the professors in German uni- 
versities were Jews.! Germany, runs the claim, had 
to free herself from the clutches of this alien race, 
without roots, a menace to a people closely attached to 
an ancestral soil and culture. 

At first glance the case looks a strong one. One 
might be inclined to say that some law such as that 
recently promulgated in Hungary, under which the 
proportion of professional posts and the higher posi- 
tions in business held by Jews shall be equal to the 
proportion the number of Jews bears to the total 
population, is necessary and just in that it safeguards 


1 These figures are taken from Roberts The House That Hitler Built, pp. 
258 and ff. 
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the rights of the indigenous population and preserves 
the native culture from destruction. But the first 
glance is not enough. | It is not sufficient to say that 
Jews should not hold more positions than their pro- 
portionate numbers warrant. It is necessary to show 
why such a proportionate basis should hold. If it be 
said in explanation that the Jews are a corrupting 
influence, that also must be proved. 

There are several lines of argument which set out 
to prove it. 

It is argued, firstly, that Jews are the chief bene- 
ficiaries and foremost supporters of an unjust eco- 
nomic regime. Particularly in peasant countries, they 
get into their hands the control of credit and by usuri- 
ous practices bring Christian people into subjection to 
them. In more highly developed countries, by the use 
of more subtle and more dangerous financial devices, 
they gain control not only of credit, but also of the 
press, the stage and the cinema so that they can mould 
public opinion to their will, and they are found even in 
the councils of State, so that the conduct of public af- 
fairs also is turned to their particular advantage. 

Passing over the question as to whether the Jews 
do possess such a strangle-hold upon economic, cul- 
tural and public life, we might well ask the two funda- 
mental questions. Is what is evil in present arrange- 
ments evil only because done by Jews? And is it cer- 
tain that the ends sought by Jews are necessarily 
inimical to the true ends of a civilized community? 

That there are great and abundant evils, no one can 
deny. Usury is a pressing scandal which must be 
dealt with; but it would seem to be obvious that the 
method to be used in dealing with that scandal is by 
good laws to make the practice of usury so difficult as 
to be impossible and by the development of such in- 
stitutions as credit unions for agriculturalists to make 
recourse to money-lenders unnecessary. Merely to 
legislate against the Jew as such will not cure this 
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evil; for Gentiles will be found ready to step in and to ele 
carry on the filthy trade. me 

The same reasoning holds good for evils connected | ° 
with the press, etc. ‘Measures directed against abuses da: 
should be aimed at these abuses and not at the Jews, | >Y 
otherwise they merely serve to replace Jewish ex- | °' 
ploiters and profiteers by others.” ? the 

The second fundamental question, whether the tre 
ends sought by the Jews are necessarily inimical to | ™ 
the true ends of a civilized community, is answered | T 
usually by the charge that the Jews in all things strive 19 
for world domination and the Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion are advanced as proof. That charge need not thi 
detain us long, for it has been declared that the | ™ 
Protocols are “not only forged documents but must th 
now be considered definitely disposed of, while their | 9 
contents should not even be referred to indirectly.” * eq 

But there is a further defence for this charge that th 
the Jews are corrupters of our civilization. That | % 
civilization, it is urged, is based upon a Christian tra- wi 
dition; the Jew is a corrupter of that tradition, he is th 
the representative of modern secularism, of which he tic 
is the chief beneficiary and promoter. This brand of | &T 
anti-Semitism is defended not only on national grounds all 
but also for religious reasons. fo 

To this argument it is answered that “separate | -: 
measures against the Jews, as was the case in the | ™ 
Middle Ages, are no longer admissible in a world 
which does not base its public life upon Christian th 
principles and where similar measures against here- | 
tics and apostates are not applied. ... It is not a true § ™ 
return to Christian public life if such a return con- § ' 
sists merely in anti-Jewish measures and not in the 

2The Church and the Jews, p. 29. A memorial issued by Catholic Euro- 


pean scholars and published by the Catholic Association for International 
Peace. (Obtainable from C.S.G., 6d.) 













8 Studien zum Mythus des 20 Jahrhunderts, in the Church Gazette of the 
Archdiocese of Cologne, 1935, p. 11. Quoted in The Church and the Jews, 
p. 29. Cf. also articles by Pére Charles, S.J., in Nouvelle Revue Theologiqué, 
January, 1938, and September-October, 1938. 
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to elevation of Christian morality to the norm of public 
morality as was the case in the Middle Ages.”* “The 
ed | ordo Christianus of the Middle Ages does not exist to- 
eg | day. It would be a mistake to try to restore this order 
18, by way of restoring the Jewish laws. This medieval 
x. | order is not even the ideal form in which Church and 
the Christian-in-the-world can be posited. It is con- 
he | ‘rary, moreover, to the will of the Church which has 
to | rescinded all canons referring to the Jews or those 
eq | restricting their liberty, in the new Canon Law of 
1917.” © 
“ There remains only the racial case—and it is right 
not | that this should be taken last, for whatever the argu- 
the | ments raised against the Jews they came to this in 
ust | the long run. In fact, many of the Jewish refugees 
eir | are Catholic. The racialist “does not believe in the 
3 equality of races, but recognizes their diversity and 
hat | their differences of degree. This faith makes it neces- 
hat | Sary for him, in accordance with the eternal will 
a- | Which governs the world, to work for the victory of 
2 ig | the better and the stronger races and for the subjec- 
he | tion of the bad and the feeble. For in a world ‘mon- 
| of | grelized’ and invaded by the descendents of negroes, 
nds | all human conceptions of beauty and nobility, all hopes 
for the future of our humanity, would be lost for ever. 
rate | «-- A racial State ought then, above all, to free mar- 
the | tiage from the abyss into which it has plunged in a 
orld | continued adulteration of the race and return to it 
tian | the strength of an institution destined to create beings 
ere- | to the image of God and not monsters which are half 
true | man and half monkey. ... For the pollution of the 
con- § tace is the original sin of man.” ° 

To those who subscribe to this conception the Jews 
appear as representatives of an “anti-race.” They 
are inevitably the enemy of western peoples. Jews 





4The Church and the Jews, p. 27. 
5 The Church and the Jews, p. 19. 
' 6 Hitler, Mein Kampf, abridged French edition, pp. 12-13, 23, 116. 
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they are and Jews they must remain. Conversation 
cannot alter their racial characteristics; they must be 
kept in subjection and prevented from polluting the 
purity of the higher races. 

This view, which sees the end of the State as the 
maintenance of race, which makes the nation the mys- 
tical body of race, which claims for one race a natural 
superiority over all other races, has been condemned 
by the Pope Pius XI in the memorable words, “The 
conflict between exaggerated nationalism and Catholic 
doctrine is evident; the spirit of nationalism is con- 
trary to the spirit of the Credo, it is contrary to the 
Faith.” ? 

They who hold such false doctrines, the Pope de- 
clares, “forget that mankind, the whole of mankind, 
forms one great universal human race... . It must be 
admitted that in this universal race there is a place 
for special races . . . as also for many nationalities 
which are still more specialized. At the same time, in 
mankind there exists only one great human race, uni- 
versal, ‘catholic,’ one great and universal human 
family, and with it, in it, divers variations.” The false 
racialism so rapidly spreading over Europe is, Pope 
Pius XI further declared, “a true form of apostasy. 
It is not merely one idea or another which is false, it 
is the whole spirit of the doctrine which is contrary to 
the faith of Christ.” * 

The reason for this grave declaration has been 
given forcibly by Cardinal van Roey. “It is evident,” 
he declared, “that this doctrine reflect the most abject 
materialism. To consider not only the physical quali- 
ties of the race but also higher values, which we call 
spiritual values, intelligence, will, justice, morality, 
even religion, as being derived from blood is to reduce 
everything to the elements and the forces of the ma- 


terial order.” ® 

7 Reported in La Documentatien Catholique, No. 879, p. 1055. 
8 La Documexitation Catholique, No. 879, p. 1059. 

9 Reported in La Documentation Catholique, No. 886, p. 1482. 
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This doctrine of race must, then, be rejected com- 
pletely and without subterfuge by all Catholics. It is, 
as the Pope has declared, a veritable apostacy. As 
Cardinal van Roey tells us, it*‘destroys the traditional 
notion of justice as an absolute, superior to all inter- 
ests, a2 common measure for all individuals and all 
peoples.” 7° 

Having examined the case for anti-Semitism in its 
economic, political, cultural, religious and racial as- 
pects, we are forced to the conclusion that there is 
nothing of value in it. The facts which seem to sup- 
port it lose significance in the light of reason; and all 
the rest is myth. It follows that it is the “bounden 
duty of every Christian today to expose, wherever and 
whenever this may be necessary, all the errors inher- 
ent in the practical political side of the contemporary 
Jewish question.” '* It is not enough merely to deny 
the truth of the extreme racialist views. It is neces- 
sary also to combat the seemingly more moderate argu- 
ments for anti-Jewish practices and legislation. For 
though, unlike the extreme racialist doctrines they are 
not contrary to the faith, they are contrary to justice, 
being false, and contrary also to charity, being an 
offence against our neighbors. 


10 Loc. cit. 11 The Church and the Jews, p. 3. 


The Race of Israel 
EUSTACE BOYLAN, S.J. 
Reprinted from the Australian Messenger of the Sacred Heart. 
HAT the Jews have been persecuted in the past, 


and are suffering from acute persecution today, is 
a fact that needs no elaboration. When we ask the 
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reasons we are on delicate ground. The reasons given 
are many and various, some weak, some plausible. At 
the present day two principal reasons are usually as- 
signed. First of all, as the Holy Scripture testifies, the 
Jews are “a peculiar people.” They are regarded as 
strangers or aliens in the midst of modern nations, 
strongly banded together, aloof and secretive in their 
racial and religious traditions, and—it is alleged—but 
little in sympathy with the national aspirations of the 
various peoples among whom they dwell. This causes 
them to be regarded with feelings ranging from suspi- 
cion to active hostility. And, secondly, though few in 
numbers, their power tends to become an overwhelm- 
ing portent. Such things are commonly alleged. 

Their numbers are not great. The lowest figure 
given at the present day is 12,000,000, the highest 
18,000,000. The correct figure is probably somewhere 
around fifteen or sixteen millions. And, despite belief 
to the contrary, the race as a whole is not rich, but 
poor. However, a certain number of Jews are fabu- 
lously wealthy and control enormous funds with the 
power and influence resulting therefrom. As bank- 
ing magnates they are pre-eminent. Great Jewish 
capitalists hold world-wide monopolies, or what are 
almost monopolies. They have almost complete con- 
trol throughout the world of many metals, such as 
lead, silver, nickel. Armament firms disposing of hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds are in the hands of Jews. 
And the tobacco trade of the world is mainly Jewish. 
Within the past few years three members of the Wills 
family—tobacco magnates—died in England and on 
their combined estates probate was charged on twenty 
million pounds. 

The enormous fortunes amassed by a certain num- 
ber of Jews enable them to invest in enterprises which 
give them a power out of all proportion to their num- 
bers. This causes uneasiness to the people among 
whom they dwell. Among such enterprises are the 
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cables, the international news agencies and the daily 
press. Consider Australia, for instance. The easy- 
going and good-natured Australian people would, I 
imagine, he alarmed if they woke up some morning 
and realized that the daily press of the country had 
got into the hands of a few wealthy Jews. It would 
mean a kind of domination. Well such a possibil- 
ity exists. It has happened—or almost happened— 
elsewhere—for instance, in Vienna. In Melbourne the 
Jewish hold on the press is increasing, partly from 
the purchase of shares, but more especially from out- 
side influences. The Jewish commercial and theatrical 
ring could, if it wished, take a stranglehold on the rich- 
est press syndicate in Melbourne. And the press mag- 
nates are aware of this and, consequently, have to be 
careful of their footsteps. The great Jewish empo- 
riums for the sale of apparel and furniture, as well as 
the theatres which are almost entirely controlled by 
Jews, are the principal advertisers. If those and other 
Jewish advertisers decided upon it, they could break 
the richest newspaper in Melbourne in a year. Such 
a decision will never be required, for the leaders of 
the daily press know who are their masters and will 
be very careful to give such a color to their news as 
will never ruffle the feelings of the commercial mag- 
nates who supply the sinews of war. 

Such a power, wielded by a few, is sure to cause, 
sooner or later, anxiety and fear, then intense opposition 
and even bitter hostility. It should be noted, however, 
that this grievance of excessive power affects only a 
small number of extremely wealthy Jews and has no 
reference to the great majority of the race. Unfortu- 
nately, the unthinking multitude applies to the whole 
race of Israel what should be applied to a very limited 
number. 

There are Jews and Jews. Like the Prophet’s figs, 
some are good, very good, some bad, very bad. There 
are the synagogue Jews, faithful to their religious tra- 
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ditions, and with these we Catholics should have the 
greatest sympathy. Then there is a body of Jews— 
which, I understand has largely increased in modern 
times—comprising free-thinkers and atheists, joined 
to Israel by ties of race but not of religion. These, by 
their talents, organizing ability, or control of vast 
capital and monopolies, can be a menace to our Chris- 
tian culture. 

When I was a boy at school, a master whom I wor- 
shiped—a Jesuit—made this remark: “Jesus Christ 
must feel an extra keen pleasure whenever a Jew en- 
ters the Church. They are His own people.” That 
remark sank into my mind and I have always felt a 
peculiar interest in the Jewish race. Undoubtedly 
many of that people rejected Our Lord in His own 
day and assailed Him with bitter hatred and cruelty, 
and ever since many of the Jewish race have been 
among the most relentless opponents of the Christian 
Faith. But Our Lord in the midst of His agony offered 
for them the noble prayer: “Father forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” That prayer should 
soften our hearts and prevent us from being blind to 
the debt we owe to Israel. 

At the fountain head of Christianity stands the 


radiant form of a Jewish Maiden—the Lily of Israel,. 


the Mother of Christ, and the Mother of us all. She 
holds the hand of the Child, the Expectation of the 
Nations, and she presents Him to us as the greatest 
gift of God to the human race. And when that Child, 
grown to manhood, began the great work which would 
fulfil the promise made to Abraham, the friends and 
cooperators He gathered round Him were all of the 
Chosen Race. Moreover, Joseph, the Man of the House, 
the provider of Jesus and Mary, was also—like Mary— 
of the race of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Small won- 
der, then, if Jesus Christ now and at all times feels an 
extra keen pleasure whenever a Jew enters the Fold. 
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GENTLEMEN: 
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